To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hardingstone 

Rural  District  Council. 


APRIL,  1921. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  ANNUAL  REPORT  for  the  year  1920.  During  the  past  year  housing 
schemes  have  been  passed  and  work  begun  in  various  villages  in  the  district.  This  has  been 
the  most  important  work  done  which  has  come  under  my  notice.  Fortunately,  infectious 
diseases  have  been  few  and  what  cases  there  have  been,  have  been  mild  so  that  the  death-rate 

has  been  low. 

The  population  for  the  district  at  1911  Census  was  7,568. 

The  estimated  population  for  1920  is  7,504,  so  that  a small  decrease  has  been  allowed. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  if  in  the  Census  returns  for  the  coming  year,  sufficient 

allowance  has  been  made  for  deaths  from  the  War  as  well  as  deaths  among  the  remaining 

local  population. 

Considering  the  recent  yearly  returns  of  births  the  present  year’s  return  is  a very  high 
one,  very  nearly  equal  to  those  of  20  years  ago. 

The  number  of  births  was  173  : 94  males,  79  females,  of  this  number  5 males  and 

9 females  were  illegitimate.  This  makes  a ratio  22'9  per  1,000.  The  birth-rate  for  England 

and  Wales  is  25'4  per  1,000.  In  1918  the  ratio  was  14-5  and  in  the  years  1901  and  1903  the 
ratios  were  respectively  23  and  25’7.  In  1903  there  were  200  births  with  a population  7,646. 
In  spite  of  the  comparative  optimism  of  this  year  the  early  part  of  1921  appears  to  forecast 
another  serious  falling  off  in  the  birth-rate.  With  regard  to  deaths,  the  position  is  satisfactory, 
the  district  can  congratulate  itself  on  its  exceedingly  low  death-rate. 

Deaths  this  year  were  76,  a very  low  total  indeed  : 40  males,  36  females.  This  makes 
a ratio  of  10T1  per  1,000.  This  is  the  lowest  death-rate  that  can  be  found  in  the  Reports, 
going  back  to  the  year  1901.  The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  12-4  per  1.000. 

Looking  into  the  ages  of  these  deaths,  1 was  97,  2 were  96,  and  1 was  94  years  of  age  ; 
11  were  over  80  years  ; 18  were  over  70  years.  At  the  other  end  of  the  scale  there  were 
2 deaths  under  1 year,  1 from  Atrophy  and  1 from  maldevelopment  of  the  heart  ; there  were 
4 over  1 year  and  under  2 years  of  age.  All  died  from  inflammatory  chest  troubles.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Sickness.  The  summer  with  its  lack  of  heat  was  favourable 
to  this  good  result. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Enteric  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever  or  Whooping  Cough.  There  was 

1 death  from  Measles  or  rather  its  complications,  and  2 from  Diphtheria,  one  was  a bad  laryngeal 

case  and  died  in  Northampton  Hospital.  There  were  5 deaths  from  Influenza,  5 from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  6 from  Cancer,  10  from  heart  affections,  7 from  Bronchitis,  6 from 
Pneumonia,  and  2 from  Nephritis.  Deaths  by  suicide  were  all  in  people  over  65  ; there 

were  3 cases  belonging  to  the  district,  besides  these  there  were  2 of  people  living  elsewhere 

but  found  in  district. 

There  were  3 cases  of  accidental  death,  1 not  belonging  to  the  district. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease,  with  the  exception  of  1 or  2 Tubercular  cases,  were 
all  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  up  to  June  ; there  have  been  none  since  then.  8 cases  of 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  2 of  Tuberculosis  of  other  parts  were  notified,  of  these  cases 

2 have  died.  One  of  these  was  reported  on  his  death  by  the  Registrar  and  found  not  to  have 
been  notified  at  all  ; the  other  notification  was  received  the  day  after  the  patient’s  death. 

The  other  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  6 Pneumonia  ...  ...  5 

Diphtheria  ...  4 Ophthalmic  Neonatorum  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  2 Malaria  contracted  abroad  ...  2 
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Three  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  at  Cogenhoe.  Two  of  the  children  might  have 
caught  it  from  the  first  case,  but  I am  very  doubtful  about  this.  They  were  removed  to  the 
Fever  Hospital  and  made  good  recoveries.  The  first  case  the  mother  thought  he  had  had 
Scarlet  Fever  before,  he  did  not  peel  much,  but  there  was  no  doubt  about  it. 

Two  cases  at  Denton.  On  visiting  the  first  case  I could  find  no  cause.  The  mother  told 
me  of  a suspicious  case  close  to.  On  visiting  her  she  was  found  to  have  Scarlet  Fever.  Both 
these  cases  were  isolated  and  nursed  at  their  homes. 

The  other  case  was  a servant  girl  at  Chadstone.  She  went  twice  a week  to  see  her  family 
at  Denton.  They  live  some  distance  from  the  other  cases,  and  she  says  she  had  had  no  com- 
munication with  either  of  them.  None  of  her  brothers  or  sisters  contracted  it.  She  was 
immediately  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital  and  made  a good  recovery.  The  Diphtheria  cases 
were  at  Roade,  Castle  Ashby,  Courteenhall,  and  Hardingstone.  They  were  all  isolated  cases 
and  no  connection  with  one  another.  One  of  these  was  notified  some  days  after  death.  This 
makes  disinfection,  examination  and  advice  to  other  people  in  the  house  very  difficult. 
Fortunately  there  were  no  more  cases.  Another  case  was  sent  in  to  Northampton  Hospital 
and  was  not  notified  to  me  except  by  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  McCrindle,  who  received  a notification 
from  the  Hospital  Authorities,  but  the  child  died  soon  after  admission.  The  case  of  Ophthal- 
mic Neonatorum  was  a very  mild  case  and  was  treated  at  the  Northampton  Hospital. 

Two  cases  that  might  develop  Small  Pox  from  contact  with  cases  on  board  their  ships 
were  visited  and  warned  as  to  any  appearance  of  rash  or  feeling  of  illness  to  call  in  their 
doctors.  These  cases  were  notified  by  the  Port  Health  Authorities. 

Yardley  Hastings  Schools  were  closed  September  6th  to  26th  owing  to  Whooping  Cough. 
Denton  Schools  were  closed  in  May  for  Chicken  Pox,  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles.  There 
were  several  cases  at  Great  Houghton  Schools  of  Whooping  Cough  in  May,  June  and  July, 
also  some  cases  were  visited,  they  proved  to  be  Septic  Spots  ; wherever  the  children  got  an 
abrasion  they  got  these  septic  places.  They  were  mildly  contagious  by  direct  contact,  but 
were  not  serious.  Two  negative  reports  on  cases  were  received  from  the  Northampton 
Laboratory — one  a case  of  supposed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  one  a case  of  supposed 
Diphtheria.  In  October,  Dr.  Macaulay  notified  me  of  a fairly  extensive  outbreak  of  Diarrhoea 
and  Sickness  at  Cogenhoe,  affecting  adults  and  children  alike.  Some  milk  was  suspected,  but  he 
could  not  obtain  a sample  as  it  had  all  been  either  used  or  thrown  away.  I visited  some  of 
the  cases  and  found  them  recovering.  There  were  no  deaths.  I also  saw  the  owner  of  the 
cows  and  milk  supplied.  He  said  he  had  had*  a cow  die  suddenly  on  October  24th,  it  had 
given  about  a pint  of  milk  in  the  morning  and  died  that  evening.  This  milk  had  been  mixed 
with  the  rest.  A veterinary  surgeon  had  made  a post  mortem  examination.  He  had  reported 
that  the  cause  of  death  would  not  affect  the  milk.  Some  people  had  drunk  the  milk  pure, 
others  in  tea  or  in  puddings.  I should  not  like  to  say  this  was  the  cause  of  the  outbreak. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

Summary  of  Work  during  General  Inspection  : — 


Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cess-pits  cleaned  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drains  amended  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Drains  re-constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sewers  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

W.C.’s  amended  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Houses  cleansed  and  whitewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Houses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Accumulation  of  ashes  and  other  refuse  removed  ...  ...  10 

Dangerous  buildings  made  safe  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  69 

The  following  also  received  attention—  — 

3 Foul  Ditches  cleaned  out. 

3 Sewage  Tanks  cleaned  out. 


11  Houses  disinfected. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1910. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ..  ...  158 

„ „ unlit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„ Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

No.  of  Defects  remedied  : — 

Houses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Houses  cleansed  and  whitewashed  ...  ...  ...  33 

Yard  pavings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Closets  and  middens  amended  ...  ...  ...  11 

Wash-houses  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ash  pits  cleaned  out  ...  • ...  ...  ...  4 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pumps  and  wells  cleaned  out  ...  ...  ...  5 

Spoutings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  103 


Five  Legal  Notices  were  served  to  enforce  the  carrying  out  of  certain  of  the  above  work. 
No  prosecutions  were  necessary. 

Plans  for  the  erection  of  1 bungalow,  1 memorial  hall,  1 butcher's  shop,  1 wooden  building 
used  as  a Sunday  School  and  alterations  and  additions  to  4 dwelling  houses  have  been  passed 
during  the  year. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  district  is  good  both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  Complaints 
were  received  from  1 village  of  shortage  of  water  ; this  was  temporary.  2 villages  are  partly 
and  4 villages  wholly  supplied  from  water  works  ; the  rest  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  w'ells, 
springs,  etc.  The  supply  all  through  the  district  is  practically  constant  and  no  evidence  of 
contamination  has  been  observed.  Rivers  and  Streams  : — There  have  been  no  complaints  of 
pollution  or  evidence  of  same. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERS.  Half  of  the  district  is  drained  for  sewage  matter.  The 
sewage  is  discharged  on  to  the  land.  The  rest  of  the  district  is  drained  for  top  water  only 
and  discharges  into  tank  and  filter  beds.  The  closet  accommodation  is  of  the  pail  and 
privy  system. 

SCAVENGING  is  carried  out  in  three  villages— Roade,  Hardingstone,  Wootton — in  the 
rest  of  the  District  the  refuse  is  generally  burnt  and  the  ashes  put  on  to  the  gardens. 

FOOD  INSPECTION.  There  is  no  public  slaughter-house  in  the  District.  Slaughter- 
houses are  visited  as  often  as  possible  whilst  slaughtering  is  in  progress.  During  the  year  it 
wTas  necessary  to  condemn  990  lbs.  of  beef  and  65  lbs.  of  pork  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
The  above  meat  was  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES.  Three  offensive  trades  in  district  : — 1 Tallow  Melting,  1 Gut 
Scraping,  1 Knackers’  Yard.  These  premises  are  visited  monthly  and  no  complaints  have  been 
received  or  found. 


Inspected. 

Notices. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

40 

4 

Slaughter-houses 

20 

2 

Bakehouses 

24 

3 

Factories  and  Workshops,  including 
Outworkers 

18 

1 

Pigsties 

5 

0 

The  general  fitness  of  the  houses  is  much  the  same  as  last  year,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  say 
that  there  is  not  so  much  difficulty  in  getting  necessary  work  carried  out,  as  both  materials 
and  labour  appear  to  be  more  plentiful,  and  a better  standard  with  respect  to  cleanliness  and 
general  repairs  will  be  able  to  be  reported  on. 
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No  overcrowding  was  found  or  reported  during  the  year. 


HOUSING.  Under  this  Scheme  plans  have  been  passed  for  the  undermentioned  houses 
all  of  which  are  in  course  of  erection  : — 


Roade 
Cogenhoe 
Great  Houghton 
Little  Houghton 


10  2 finished 

8 2 let 

4 
2 


At  Hackleton  plans  have  been  prepared  for  6 houses  and  tenders  obtained.  Work  has 
not  yet  been  commenced  on  them,  but  will  in  the  course  of  the  year.  At  Castle  Ashby 
2 houses  have  been  built  by  the  Marquis  of  Northampton. 


I beg  to  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  F.  PERCIVAL. 


